Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2000-572

Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor

Date of Introduction: May 23, 2000

Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCD, TEE, R

Date of Analysis:  May 26, 2000

Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; referendum authorization, local option sales tax conditional authorization; interlocal agreement authorization

Bill Summary: The bill creates a new Ordinance Code Chapter 761 - The Better Jacksonville Plan - which outlines a series of capital improvements to be undertaken by the City if approved by voter referendum.  The chapter proposes a half-cent sales tax, subject to voter referendum approval, the proceeds of which are to be deposited into "The Better Jacksonville Trust Fund" and shared, in part, with the Beaches and Baldwin by interlocal agreement.  

The bill authorizes a September 5, 2000 referendum vote on The Better Jacksonville Plan and directs the Supervisor of Elections to prepare the election.  Finally, the bill authorizes the execution of interlocal agreements with the Beaches and Baldwin for the distribution of their share of the sales tax proceeds.

Background Information: The Better Jacksonville Plan includes the following elements:

Transportation

Roads/Infrastructure/Transportation improvements


$1.5 billion

Road resurfacing






$105 million

Drainage improvements






$  70 million

Sidewalks/bike paths






$  20 million

Landscaping/tree planting along roadway projects


$  18 million

Safety grade crossings






$  25 million

Rapid transit right-of-way acquisition




$100 million

Environment/quality of life

Preservation Project land acquisition




$  50 million

Neighborhood parks






$  15 million

Environmental cleanup






$  25 million

Septic tank remediation






$  75 million

Targeted economic development
Northwest Jacksonville Economic Development Trust Fund

$  25 million

Cecil Commerce Center redevelopment




$  25 million

Jacksonville Zoo






$  10 million

Public facilities
Main library







$  95 million

Branch library improvements





$  55 million

Arena








$125 million

Baseball park







$  25 million

Courthouse







$190 million

Policy Impact Area: Capital improvements

Fiscal Impact:  Proposed expenditures total $2.553 billion, funded by a 30 year half-cent local option sales and by the bonding of the proceeds of the existing half-cent local option sales tax for transportation ("tax for tolls").

Staff Analyst:  Clements
